
by MARYANN 
FITZMAURICE

“Snowies” – 
snowy owls, 
that is – are 

snow white owls like 
Hedwig of Harry Potter 
fame. Their stark white 
color is good cam-
ouflage in the region 
north of the Arctic 
Circle they call home. 
But that, along with 
their large size (up to 
27 inches tall with a 49- 
to 51-inch wingspan), 
makes them easy to see 
here in Northeast Ohio, 
especially if there is no 
snow on the ground.

by TAK SATO

The pandemic, once thought to be 
nearing control this past summer, 
continues to make us stand six feet 

apart in grocery checkout lines and wear 
masks and other PPE (personal protective 
equipment).

It has also underscored the many 
benefits provided by the digital world. 
Online grocery shopping affords you to 
be "physically" distant from crowds by 
ordering online and picking up your gro-
ceries curbside. Frequent use of video chat 
apps like Duo and FaceTime, or attend-
ing Zoom events, stimulates our sense of 
"seeing" and combined with "hearing" 
can help isolation and loneliness from 
setting in. In this case, loneliness is the 
unwanted side effect of continued physi-
cal distancing from family and friends 
during the pandemic.
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Westlake honors outgoing council members

After serving for 43 years on Westlake City Council, President of Council Michael 
Killeen strikes the gavel for the last time at the Dec. 16 meeting.

 See GOOD HABITS page 2

Children share 
their favorite

 seasonal traditions    
See pages 8-9

As we wrap up another 
pandemic-scarred year, 
we look back at the trials 

and tribulations of life in these 
difficult times. We have learned 
to live with uncertainty, or at 
least accept that we must endure 
it a while longer. But we should 
also take time to reflect on the 
many selfless acts of kindness 
inspired by our challenges – 
friends helping friends, neigh-
bors helping neighbors, volun-
teers helping strangers.

Those stories have filled 
our pages since we launched 
this community newspaper in 
2013, with the goal of keeping 
our community strong by shar-
ing news, inspiration and maybe 
a few laughs. Hopefully you’ve 
found comfort – or at least tem-
porary distraction – in the words 
of your fellow citizens.

Looking ahead
EDITORIAL

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Special foster mom cares 
for special needs dog

by NANCY BROWN

Allow me to 
introduce you 
to a special 

member of the Bay Vil-
lage community, Zoe 
Johnson. Zoe stepped 
up to the challenges 
of fostering a blind 
and deaf puppy for 
Vermilion-based dog 
rescue Safe Harbor.

“What a blessing 
when I met Zoe and 
what she has done for 
our organization and 

this dog,” said Micci Plavin Price, CEO of Safe Harbor.
Zoe has opened her heart and home for over 20 years to 

abandoned, abused and misunderstood dogs and cats.
“Once you get started it’s almost impossible to say no to 

rescue when it comes to a helpless animal," Zoe said. "I just 
really want to help each one to have the best life possible 
with a new family ... although I’ve failed and had to keep a 
couple for myself!”

Kastle is a "double merle" blind 
and deaf Labradoodle puppy.

A resolution for 2022: 
build good habits

 See SPECIAL DOG page 2

You don’t need snow 
to see ‘snowies’ now

NATURE & ENVIRONMENT

Snowy owls are mainly snow white in color, 
but may show variable amounts of brown 
barring, especially in females and juveniles. 
Note the bright yellow cat-like eyes. See SNOWIES page 6

by TARA WENDELL

Members and 
friends of West-
lake City Coun-

cil bade a fond farewell 
to three of their own at 
the legislative body’s final 
meeting of the year. Presi-
dent Michael Killeen, Ward 

5 representative Ken Brady 
and Ward 1 representative 
Lynda Appel were rec-
ognized on Dec. 16 with 
proclamations from Mayor 
Dennis Clough and other 
accolades for their years 
of service before stepping 
down at the end of the year.

Killeen, who has 

served on Council since 
1978 and as president 
since 1986, is its longest 
serving member. He was 
presented with a plaque 
from all councilmembers 
and the Westlake Council 
Chambers was dedicated 
in his name.

 See COUNCIL page 4

Ken Brady, left, receives a 
proclamation from Mayor Clough.

Lynda Appel accepts a plaque 
from fellow Councilman Michael 
O'Donnell.

 See OBSERVER page 2
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,300+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.  (We don’t share information)                                   

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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Happy holidays from 
all of us at BAYarts 
  Shop will be open till 1 pm Christmas Eve

Shop online www.bayarts.net
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Randolph L. Knavel, Attorney at Law
• Retirement Income Planning
• Wills & Living Trusts  -  Powers of Attorney
• Social Security and Elder Law Questions
• Long Term Care Planning - In-Home Appts.
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake 
Call (440) 946-5155 to schedule an appt.

Protect and Preserve Your Retirement Nest Egg
Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com
May all your wishes come true this 
wondrous season. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Joyous holiday 
wishes to  
you and your 
family …

from your good neighbor.

1101450.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
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MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Unfortunately the nefarious have 
also zeroed in on humanity's increasing 
reliance on the digital world's benefits 
and have increased their "phishing" 
campaigns to lure potential victims to 
take their bait. Not only has the flow of 
phishing emails, texts, and phone calls 
increased exponentially but their trap-
pings have become sophisticated too.

Success of the con set forth by the 
scammers – regardless of whether it 
is delivered through email, text, or a 
phone call – depends on the recipient's 
emotional response based on sense-
of-urgency, empathy, fear, or embar-
rassment.

When we had our Discover Digi-
tal Literacy! program's annual alumni 
reunion and holiday gathering event 
this month, we handed out a small 
laminated card as a keepsake. I made 
the following important inscription 
before laminating: "Minimize becom-
ing a victim by practicing good habits. 
(1) Don't get phished: ignore unsolic-
ited emails, texts, or phone calls; (2) 
Verify the sender's email address; (3) 
Beware of common scam tactics."

If you "condition" yourself, i.e. 
make it a habit, to delete unsolicited 
emails or unsolicited text messages, 

and if you always let the answering 
machine pick up the calls so you can 
screen it first to ascertain if it is some-
one you "want" to talk to, you don't 
give the scammer a chance to take you 
to the cleaners.

Gone are the days where they 
wanted you to claim a multi-million 
dollar estate, a storyline easy to spot as 
a scam. Many scams look so real that 
even if it is an unsolicited message, you 
still may be inclined to open it (or listen 
to it) because the message touches one 
of your emotions profoundly.

If you had to open or listen to an 
unsolicited message, the first thing to 
do is to verify the sender's address. 
For example, if online shopping 
giants Amazon or Kohl's would send 
you an online order confirmation 
email, it would come from an email 
address ending in @amazon.com or 
@kohls.com.

So if you get a Kohl's order con-
firmation email, when you haven't 
ordered anything that you can remem-
ber, saying "Thank you for your recent 
order of $499. Please click on the link 
below or call us at 123-456-7890 to 
check your order status" from an email 
address that does not end in @kohls.
com but rather @gmail.com, @yahoo.
com, or other free email services, you 
know it is a phishing attempt and the 
right thing to do is delete it. 

GOOD HABITS  
from front page    

An error in the Bay 
Village Community 

Council report in the Dec. 6 issue indicated 
that Friends of the Bay Village Kennel 
donated a chip scanner to the BVPD. The 
scanner was given by an anonymous donor.

Correction

Zoe’s passion and commit-
ment was started by a golden 
retriever puppy named Dozer 
who had a broken tail and the 
breeder wanted to put the pup 
to sleep. Dozer became a family 
pet and the rest is history. She 
welcomed other special needs, 
abandoned and senior cats and 
dogs like Hailey, Holly and Pete, 
and gave them a safe and nur-
turing home until they could be 
adopted and felt safe, loved and 
at peace.

Kastle, Zoe's latest foster, 
is a "merle on merle" blind and 
deaf Labradoodle puppy.

Double merle dogs, those 
that are created when two 
dogs with the same merle coat 

pattern are bred together, are 
highly likely to suffer from hear-
ing and vision impairments 
and in some cases complete 
blindness and deafness. Deaf-
ness and hearing impairment 
happens due to the lack of hair 
pigment produced in the inner 
ear. Double merles can also be 
blind or have vision problems 
due to congenital eye defects.

Although his learning 
curve has been challenging, 
Kastle is playful and lovable. 
He does follow the other dogs. 
When he doesn’t, his pal Holly 
politely nudges him. He is 
learning with consistency, 
touch, and patience and the 
other family pets are guiding 
him. Zoe’s mom instinct and 
staying off Google have been a 
huge help in teaching him com-
munication skills and building 

his confidence.
When asked about her 

vision for rescue animals, 
Zoe wishes animals had more 
rights; that people purchasing 
pets would always consider a 
rescue from a reputable shel-
ter or group; that stronger laws 
and ordinances were in place; 
that more qualified inspectors 
were able to enforce the clo-
sure of unfit puppy mills and 
their practices; and that more 
people did research on designer 
breeds.

“So much work still needs 
to be done in animal welfare,” 
Zoe said.

Thank you, Zoe and Kastle, 
for sharing your story and being 
part of our community. To 
adopt and help pets like Kastle 
and others, visit safeharborani-
malrescue.org. 

SPECIAL DOG 
from front page    

Thank you to all of 
our contributors – the 

readers, the writers, 
the advertisers and the 
donors. We are grateful 

for your support.
The Observer 

will return in 2022 
with an online-only 
issue on Jan. 4; our 

twice-monthly print 
production schedule 
will resume Jan. 18. 

Wishing you all a 
happy, healthy holiday 

season.
See you next year!
– Tara Wendell and 

Denny Wendell,
 Publishers

OBSERVER 
from front page    
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Caring People, 
For Caring People 

 
216-307-6270 

John Hastings, ATP 
Owner 

 
John is a Bay Village resident  

and a Certified Assistive Technology 
Professional with 40 years of experience 

in providing Medical Equipment in  
Northeast Ohio.  

 
Call today 216-307-6270 
for your free evaluation 

 
Cleveland, Ohio  

Visit us at CentralHME.com 

Caring People, 
For Caring People

At Central Home Medical Equipment we 
will come to your home, hospital, assisted 
living, or nursing facility to evaluate, deliver, 
and instruct you in the use of our home 
medical equipment. This will ensure proper 
fit, installation, and operation in your familiar 
setting. These services continue with follow-up 
sessions with family, caregivers, and physicians.

Call today 216-307-6270 
for your free evaluation.

Visit us at CentralHME.com

• Lift Chairs • Stair Lifts • Scooters
• Portable Oxygen • Sleep Chairs

• Power Wheelchairs

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Owner John Hastings is a Bay 
Village resident and a Certified 

Assistive Technology Professional

by DR. SCOTT GOGGIN
Superintendent, Westlake City 
School District

If the past two years have taught 
us anything, it’s how to remain 
strong when faced with great 

challenges.
As the Westlake City School 

District prepares for a new year on 
the horizon, we once again look to 
our Portrait of a Lifelong Learner – 
our vision of what we expect from 
our students inside the classroom, 
and how we anticipate them con-
tributing to the wider world outside 
of our hallways – to help set our 
course for 2022. 

Reflecting back on 2021, I’m 
reminded of all the ways we have 
found to be “Resilient.”  Whether we 
were dealing with our own health 
problems or caring for others, roll-
ing with the punches as policies 
shifted and changed, or accepting 
the challenges that come with an 
altered learning environment, we all 
found ways to persevere. I know the 
determination of our teachers and 
staff is observed by our students, 
who are learning to model that 
same behavior when confronted 
with their own struggles.

A “Resilient” Westlake student 
perseveres and adapts during times 
of adversity or stress and confronts 
uncertainty with courage and 
strength. They show tenacity in the 

pursuit of their goals, despite obsta-
cles and challenges they may face. 

Throughout 2020-2021, our 
students have come face-to-face 
with more trials than some encoun-
ter during their entire academic 
careers. Even with these obstacles, 
they’ve managed to emerge with 
more vigor and fortitude than 
could have ever been expected. 
They’ve found new ways to learn, 
grow and thrive, and they continue 
to achieve great things. I know that 
their grit and strength will carry 
them through the rest of this school 
year, and beyond, and I could not 
be prouder.

The holiday season is a time 
to join together with our families, 
friends and loved ones and reflect 
back on our experiences from the 
past year. I think this year, many of us 
will be taken aback when we realize 
just how much we’ve gone through, 
as individuals, as educators, and as a 
society. So much has been achieved 
in the face of great hardship. We’ve 
made it through and come out stron-
ger on the other side.

I am so proud of the resilience 
I’ve witnessed in 2021, and of the 
positive example we’ve set for our 
students and each other, remind-
ing us all that even in seemingly 
dark times, there is always light. We 
continue to move toward that light 
with positivity, optimism and hope 
for the future. 
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Help people 
who are 
homeless. 
Donate today. 

Help people 
who are 
homeless. 
Donate today. 

Donation Drop O� Locations:
Common Threads 
22049 Lorain Road  
Fairview Park 
440.641.1311

GOOD
NEIGHBOR
THRIFT SHOP
AVON LAKE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Good Neighbor Thrift Shop  
158 Lear Road  
Avon Lake  
440.933.8627

Please mark your donation “SocksPLUS”.

 

 

Visit  SocksPlus.org  or text  SocksPlus  to 44321

SocksPlus.org

Community West Foundation started the SocksPLUS initiative after 
learning that socks were, and still are, the number one requested item 
by people experiencing homelessness. 

A gift of just $10 will help us purchase 10 pairs of socks. A larger donation 
provides socks PLUS gloves, hats, boots and other necessities that are so 
desperately needed.

Help keep the homeless men, women and children in our  
community warmer this winter.

Most needed items:
• New Socks

• New Underwear

• Toiletries

• Winter Hats

• Winter Gloves

• Backpacks

• Sleeping Bags

• Tents

DEMON DISPATCH

Wrapping Up 2021
by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The Westlake Police Department held 
a retirement ceremony for Karoly 
"Chuck" Petrik, who has served as 

the WPD's Vehicle and Building Mainte-
nance Technician for the last 21 years.

Petrik held one of the most demanding 
jobs in the City, as he was tasked with the 
upkeep of the police station, as well as the 
department's fleet of police vehicles.

He also was called upon for several 
building renovation projects, including 
installing new lighting, painting, and 
building entire rooms.

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
thanked Petrik for all he has done for the 
City during his two decades of service 
and presented him with a proclamation 

naming Nov. 30, 2021, in his honor. 
Police Chief Kevin Bielozer noted 

that the job Petrik filled required a unique 
skillset that few possess. He also high-
lighted how Petrik's story of success per-
fectly encapsulates the idealized American 
Dream. Born in Hungary, which was con-
trolled by the Soviet Union at the time, his 
family fled to the United States when he 
was a young boy. After staying with family 
in Lakewood for a while, the family settled 
in North Olmsted, where Petrik graduated 
high school. 

Many of his colleagues described 
Petrik as humble, hard-working and always 
willing to offer help when they needed it. 
The officers gave him a going-away present 
and presented a slideshow with photos of 
Petrik with his colleagues over the years. 

Westlake Police give longtime 
maintenance technician touching send-off

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough shakes hands with Karoly "Chuck" Petrik.
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by DENNY WENDELL

This is the last in a series of articles 
about one local veteran, Bay Village resi-
dent Anton (Tony) Dostal, who served as a 
mortician during the Vietnam War.

When Tony Dostal’s DC-8 aircraft 
from Vietnam touched down 
in Fort Lewis, Washington, 

on Aug. 22, 1969, there was a big roar of 
cheers from the couple hundred soldiers 
aboard when the wheels hit the runway. 
They were back home in the United States.

“There were three seats on either side 
of the aisle and we were squeezed in. It was 
one happy group,” Tony recalled.

Soon he was back in Cleveland and 
discharged from the Army within a few 
days. Getting back to a normal life, Tony 
and his wife, Judy, purchased a house in 
Bay Village in 10 days.

Tony resumed working as a morti-
cian at the Corrigan funeral homes, and 
he and Judy began their family, having two 
children: Gregory, in 1970, and Beth Ann 
in 1972.

Tony then continued his commit-
ment to what would become a lifetime 
of service, not to the military, but to his 
community.

“I ran for Bay Village City Council in 
August 1973, was elected Ward 1 represen-
tative and served as a council member for 
16 years.”

Tony joined the Bay Village Kiwanis 
Club in 1973, becoming the Bay Days car-
nival chairman in 1976. Fellow Kiwanian 
Russ Bauknecht said of Tony: “Working 
with him over the years in Kiwanis with 
Bay Days, nothing rattled him. Problems 
would come, and Tony would just address 
them calmly and then continue on to the 
next thing. Speaks loudly of a quiet man.”

When his son, Gregory, joined the 
Boy Scouts in 1982, 
Tony volunteered to 
make the sauce for 
the troop’s fundrais-
ing spaghetti din-
ners. After the troop 
folded, Tony con-
tinued making the 
spaghetti sauce for 
Kiwanis fundraisers, 
and still does to this 
day. “I cook up to 120 
quarts of sauce for 

each event, filling up seven roasters.”
Civic-mindedness is part of the Dostal  

family's core, with Judy joining the P.T.A. 
and eventually becoming president. Of 
her husband, Judy said: “They say that you 
look for a husband like your father. My dad 
was a gentleman, and Tony is truly a real 
gentleman in every sense of the word. He 
is so kind to everyone.”

Both Tony and Judy are active mem-
bers of St. Raphael Catholic Church, where 
Tony attends morning services every day.

His daughter, Beth, describes her 
father as her hero. "Thinking back, I can 
often remember my dad getting up in the 
middle of the night or excusing himself 
from family events and holidays to be 
there for a family in need," she said. "He 
was, is, and always will be truly selfless 
and a honorable man. It’s who he is. When 
my dad told me about his profession, he'd 
say it’s an honor to be able to care for and 
give the final respect to those who passed, 
and be there for the family in need. This 
mindset guided me in my life and made 
me the person I am today.”

Tony was honored in 2002 as Bay Vil-

lage Citizen of the Year by the Bay Village 
Community Council, which is awarded to 
residents that have provided significant 
volunteer community service.

Tony's memories of his year in Viet-
nam are still vivid more than five decades 
later, but so are some of the physical ail-
ments that can be traced back to the war.

“When in Vietnam, I’d go outside the 
barracks with cup of coffee at about 5:45 in 
the morning. The airport was quiet then, 
and the sun was coming up and it was 
pretty. Well, every now and then a C-130 
airplane would fly real low and slow as he 
was spraying. I always thought they were 
spraying for mosquitoes, but I later found 
out what they were spraying was Agent 
Orange.” 

He has since survived prostate cancer 
and now has Parkinson’s disease. Tony's 
doctors at the VA hospital have confirmed 
that the illnesses were caused by the toxic 
Agent Orange chemicals he was exposed 
to in Vietnam.

Tony Dostal, a husband, a father a 
veteran, and a volunteer is an exceptional 
example of a life well lived. 

One Veteran's Life: Tony's service continues

A photo from Tony's days on City 
Council hangs at Bay Village City Hall.

Brady, a councilman since 1992 and 
also a volunteer with the city’s Planning 
Commission and Charter Review Com-
mission, was awarded a plaque from 
Ward 3 Councilman Dennis Sullivan 
naming the Council work room in his 
honor.

Appel, who has represented Ward 
1 since 2014 and belongs to many local 
civic organizations, received a proclama-
tion from the mayor and a plaque from 
Ward 4 Councilman Michael O’Donnell. 

Former Westlake representatives, 
including current Cuyahoga County 
Councilmember Nan Baker, were also 
on hand to offer commendations to the 
departing public servants.

The incoming councilmembers, 
whose terms begin in January 2022, all 
ran unopposed for the vacated seats. 
Dave Greenspan, former state repre-
sentative and Cuyahoga County Coun-
cilmember, will take over as president. 
Ward 1 will be represented by Duane Van 
Dyke and Ward 5 by Amy Green Havelka.

The new members will be sworn in 
before Westlake Council’s first organiza-
tional meeting on Jan. 3, 2022. 

COUNCIL          
from front page    

Outgoing Council President Killeen is presented with a commemorative gavel as past and present Council 
members join in a photo.

A plaque in Westlake City Hall names 
the Council chambers in honor of 
Michael Killeen.

Westlake City Council chambers was filled to capacity for the Dec. 16 
ceremony honoring the three outgoing council members.
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Volunteers at Bay Village Kiwanis's curly fries booth during Bay Days. Tony is on 
the right.

Tony and Judy view the solar eclipse in August 2017.
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

I hope you are all enjoying this time of 
year and spending time with family 
and friends and staying healthy 

rather than getting caught up in the 
frenzy and stress this season can bring. 
For this issue’s column I want to share 
with you some simple New Year’s resolu-
tion ideas as we head into 2022.

Bring your own. I’ve written this 
here many times, and I can’t emphasize 
enough how much cutting single-use 
plastics out of your life helps the health 
of the planet. Bring your own coffee mug, 
water bottle, and shopping bags. These 
three items alone account for so much 
trash and waste that end up in our land-
fills and waterways. Make it your reso-
lution to bring your own – soon it will 
become a habit!

Reduce energy use. Turn off lights 
and turn down the heat while you’re not 
home, and unplug phone/tablet chargers 
when not in use. Our energy source still 
largely comes from burning coal in Ohio. 

Using less energy in your home 
has a direct impact on carbon 
dioxide emissions into the envi-
ronment.

Don’t idle your car for 
longer than 10 seconds. That’s 
right, 10 seconds. It’s healthier 
for you, for your car, and the environ-
ment to shut it off if you are waiting 
longer than 10 seconds. I know that’s 
harder to do in the winter, but please 
keep it in mind all year and try to be 
cognizant that your car should not be 
idling. If you have kids, please make it a 
priority to not idle your car in front of the 
school at drop-off/pick-up. Keeping the 
air healthy where children are present is 
especially important. I witness people 
doing this ALL of the time – sometimes 
they have the engine on and their win-
dows all down! Make sure you tell your 
kids’ schools how important this subject 
is for you. One small sign in front of a 
school is not enough. There need to be 
multiple “No Idling” signs. 

Plant a tree. Make it a New Year’s 

resolution to plant a tree or two or ten 
in 2022. More trees mean more carbon 
dioxide is absorbed, which means the 
air will be cleaner, you will be healthier, 
and everyone wins! A single tree can 
consume 48 pounds of carbon dioxide 
a year, plus they add shade and make 
your yard prettier. Please plant native 
trees – whoever you buy a tree from 
should know this information. If they 
don’t, find someone else to purchase a 
tree from. Native trees are critical for 
biodiversity, and biodiversity a critical 
component to the health of ALL living 
things, including us!

I hope you will choose one (or all) of 
these simple actions to help protect the 
earth in 2022. Remember, “never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, com-

mitted citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 
I love that quote by Margaret Mead. Your 
choices will make a difference. Happy 
New Year, everyone! 

BE PART OF A CULTURE OF BAY GIVING
Help make Bay Village better for future generations, provide scholarships for students 
 and support community programs like these with a gift to the Bay Village Foundation. 

 
Scan this QR code or visit 

TheBayVillageFoundation.org 
to contribute.

Annual Fireworks

Village Project Bay Village Historical Society signage 

Scaredy Cat Run Play in Bay

A greener you in 2022
THE GREEN REPORT

Bring your own water bottle. Don't let your car idle.

Plant a tree or two.



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

6 21 DECEMBER 2021 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                     

by NANCY BROWN

This holiday season remem-
ber to purchase that 
beautiful collar accessory 

for your dogs that is required by 
law: the Cuyahoga County dog 
license. 

If your pup had a current 
license from last year you were 
notified by mail to renew. They 
are available now at most pet 
retailers, online at Cuyahoga-
dogs.com and at Discount Drug 
Mart all year long. 

“Registering your dog is a 
great help to law enforcement," 
said Bay Village police Chief Rob 
Gillespie. "It allows us to quickly 
and safely return lost dogs to 
their owners. It is easy to do and 
the proceeds go to a good cause. 
And it’s the law!”

Additionally consider a 
microchip for all of your family 
pet members. These can be pur-
chased at any animal clinic.  If 
your pets are microchipped, 
confirm the chip is active and 
current.

"Scanning for a microchip 
is standard procedure with vet-

erinarians and shelters especially 
when pets have no other identi-
fication," said a staff member at 
Detroit Dover Animal Hospital.

In an emergency use a 
marker to put your phone 
number on a collar.

Protect your pets! Pet thefts 
and scams are on the increase. 
Local law enforcement and 
humane officers are always 
investigating these heartbreak-
ing crimes.   

Please consider the gift of 
your time, talents, resources 
and/or home to one of the many 
reputable pet organizations in 
and around our community. 
They always need foster families 
and forever homes.

Maybe you can’t have a pet 
at the moment, however shel-
ters, rescue groups and sanc-
tuaries still need your help! It 
might be clerical, technical, 
transports, walking, bathing, 
loving or organizational skills 
for donations and events. You 
have a gift or a talent ? You can 
bet there are pets right now that 
need you! There is always some-
thing a facility or rescue group 

could use, inside and outside.
To learn more about how 

you can help locally please check 
with the Cuyahoga or Lorain 
County dog kennel, the Cleve-
land or Friendship APL, or local 
animal clinics. They each work 
with reputable rescue groups 
who will provide training, sup-
plies and more. The return on 
your investment of helping the 
animals will be unconditional 
love! 

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

This column title is part of that of a 
book by Nancy Fogel West, the rest 
of which is: “The story of the East 

Cleveland Township Cemetery.” This 
odd title is taken from one of the older 
tombstones there. I stumbled upon the 
cemetery on a visit to University Circle 
years ago. The area once known as East 
Cleveland Township included today’s 
University Circle. The cemetery once 
had an entrance on Euclid Avenue but 
today the only entrance is nearly hidden 
at 1621 East 118th Street.

The cemetery fell into disrepair until 
a group of concerned citizens founded 
the East Cleveland Township Cemetery 
Foundation in 2003. Nancy West is one of 
those citizens. The book was published 
in 2007. I came upon it when I began 
searching for history books about the 
east side.

If you are a regular reader of this 
column “Digging Dover” you may 
know that my wife, mother-in-law and 
I recently relocated to Gates Mills to be 
closer to our youngest daughter and her 
growing family. The three-month process 
of purchasing our Gates Mills home and 
selling our treasured Westlake Krum-
wiede home was arduous.

The whole adventure has been a 
pivot from my plan to stay in that house 
and the Westlake/Bay Village community 
forever. To give you an idea of the level 
of commitment to “Dover,” one of my 
first tasks when we decided to move was 
to sell the cemetery plots in the historic 
part of Evergreen Cemetery that I had 
purchased when I retired!

One thing that I had to confront 
during the move was that I own too many 
heavy books, unwieldy maps and large 
historic building parts, bulging files, etc. 
Added to the typical propensity of baby 
boomers to acquire possessions (which 
none of our progeny want) I have this 
particular passion for local history and 
all of its accompanying accoutrements.

The deeper question is: Why do I 
care about the history of Dover Town-
ship, Cuyahoga County and the Western 
Reserve? Why is it important to me to 
connect to the past and to research and 

tell the stories?
Nancy West began to 

answer that question in 
the introduction to her 
book. She was explaining 
why she wrote her book 
and who it is directed to. 
She includes a long quote 
from an address by Alex-
ander Hadden, the 1916 
president of the Early Set-
tlers Association (which 
organization still exists 
today, by the way), from 
the “Annals of the Early 
Settlers Association of 
Cuyahoga County, 1916”:

“In a rough sort of 
way, folks can be divided 
into three classes. There is 
a class of people who are always looking 
into the future. If they could have their 
way they would travel ahead of the sun 
and live in constant dawn; they love to 
see the dark places light up. They love to 
see new things; they feed on newness. 
The second class are those who live 
in that very short space of time called 
the present. They are like children on 
a railroad train. They don’t care where 
they came from; they don’t care where 
they are going, but they like to look out 
the window and see what they are sur-
rounded by. Then there is the third class 
who, if they could have their way, would 
travel backward, with their back to the 
sun and live in a perpetual twilight; the 
landscape would always be fading and 
glimmering; their interest is in what has 
gone before. They love to trace back the 
present to the past.”

Nancy West concludes: “So as you 
read this story, look into the future and 
visualize what your children or grand-
children might learn from the early 
struggles that made this great City; or 

live in the present and enjoy the natu-
ral beauty that is now East Cleveland 
Township Cemetery; or if you are really 
courageous step back in time and try to 
understand and experience the lives of 
our early settlers.”

I am not sure that I am being coura-
geous when I research these stories. If 
anything, it is an escape from what I per-
ceive as the insanity of much of today's 
culture, the present where everything 
is disposable, debatable and seemingly 
detached from the great history and 
traditions and foundations of the past. I 
admit that there is a bit of romanticizing 
going on in the “glimmering, perpetual 
twilight” of the past. It is for me the place 
of poetry and repose and reflection.

I am grateful for those who live for 
the future, who strive for the technologi-
cal advances that make these columns 
possible by making so much data avail-
able to use and assemble with the art 
of writing into articles that bring enjoy-
ment to the reader and this writer. Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 

‘To dwell with fellow clay’
DIGGING DOVER

The phrase "To Dwell with Fellow 
Clay" is the fourth line of verse 
inscribed on the cemetery marker 
of Smith Townsend in the East 
Cleveland Township Cemetery.       
Mr. Townsend died in 1833 and 
the phrase is taken from a hymn 
by Isaac Watt, who also wrote the 
Christmas carol "Joy to the World."

In 1806 14-year-old Caleb Eddy Jr. immigrated as 
a pioneer with his parents to what later became 
known as East Cleveland Township. He purchased 
land in Dover Township in 1827 and built this 
house c. 1865 which was moved to 29506 Osborn 
Road in 1910.
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Chloe, a Bay Village foster 
dog in need of a forever 
home, can be adopted from 
Golden Treasures Rescue.

Give a gift to the paw!
PET CARE
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Snowy owls move south from their arctic breeding 
grounds in winter. But they rarely venture as far south as 
the United States and then only into the most northern 
reaches along the U.S.-Canada border, including Northeast 
Ohio. This year is one of those years, called an irruption, 
when snowy owls are moving south and have been seen 
in our area.

Unlike other owls, snowy owls hunt in daylight as 
well as at night – after all, they come from the land of the 
midnight sun – and so can be spotted almost any time of 
day. They prefer windswept rocky coastal beaches and 
flat open grassy areas reminiscent of the arctic tundra 
they usually call home. So, in Northeast Ohio, they are 
most often seen on the beaches and rocky break walls 
along Lake Erie, open grassy areas in industrial parks 
and even airports.

In early December they had been seen all the way from 
Lorain Harbor to Mentor Headlands State Park. And in past 
years they have been seen at Burke Lakefront, Cleveland 
Hopkins International and Lorain County airports, perched 
on light stanchions, feeding on mice and other small var-
mints in the grassy strips around and between the run-
ways. Because of their large size you don’t necessarily need 
binoculars to see them, but binoculars will help to see the 
snowies' striking, cat-like, bright yellow eyes.

To find out where they have been spotted recently in 
our area, go online to the eBird Snowy Owl Alert website, 
ebird.org/alert/summary?sid=SN40647. 

SNOWIES from front page    

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers 

who keep us humming along!
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Help someone get a new start
and begin a new story this year

Visit baypres.org for a link 
to the list of items we are collecting to
provide housing* for formerly homeless

men, women and children

Drop items off to the right 
of the Main Entrance

at Bay Presbyterian Church
(25415 Lake Road, Bay Village, OH 44140)

*items will support The City Mission 
and Community Service Alliance

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

by NANCY HEATON

It's all a blur now: a year 
of shut downs followed by 
year of gradually reopen-

ing, a challenge many small 
businesses have faced and we 
hope is behind us. 

For the past two years, 
BAYarts had the challenge of 
serving our community in new 

ways. It quickly became clear 
how very fortunate we are to 
have the vast open Cleveland 
Metroparks campus to gather, 
connect and learn. Art-to-go, 
virtual classes and shopping 
online became the norm. 
Although we did offer all of 
these things, the majority of 
the community wanted to 
safely connect, in person, in 

the sanctuary and beauty of 
the campus.

In 2021, the Sunday con-
certs and Cleveland Shake-
speare Festival brought the 
return of friends and neigh-
bors we hadn't seen in way too 
long. The Farm + Art Market 
had record attendance and 
vendors were able to once 
again sell their goods. Art was 

bought in the gallery and shop 
providing income for local art-
ists. Weddings and reunions 
that were postponed over and 
over were rescheduled and 
friends and family reunited. 

So what's next? BAYarts' 
Capital Campaign for renova-
tion of the former playhouse is 
back on with hopes of a grand 
opening of the flexible the-
ater space in early 2023. The 
quarterly newsletter is back 
in print and will be available 
this spring so you can save 
the dates for all the upcoming 

classes and events. The Annual 
Art & Music Festival returns 
and the Thursday Market will 
extend well into fall. Plus lots 
of new programming: Plein Air 
Festival in October, family fun 
programs, youth and family 
yoga and fantastic regional art 
in the galleries. Until we meet 
again: thank you for your con-
tinuing support; wishing you 
happy and safe holidays.

BAYarts will be closed Dec. 
25- Jan. 10. Follow BAYarts on 
social media or join the weekly 
e-newsletter at bayarts.net. 

Weathering the storm, and onward
BAYARTS

For parents who need help with car 
seat installation or have questions 
about the safest way to transport 

their children in motor vehicles, getting 
expert advice and assistance just got a 
little easier. University Hospitals Rainbow 
Babies & Children’s along with UH St. John 
and Parma medical centers, will open car 
seat checking stations at the following fire 
departments: Bay Village, North Olmsted, 
North Ridgeville, North Royalton and 
Olmsted Falls.

Choosing and installing a car seat can 
be one of the most important parts of get-
ting ready for a new baby, and an impor-
tant part of baby’s transition from infant to 
toddler, and from toddler to preschooler. 
That’s because motor vehicle crashes are 
the leading cause of death and injury for 
children over the age of 1. The proper use 
of child car seats is the simplest and most 
effective method available for protecting 
the lives of young children in the event of 
a motor vehicle crash.

Before getting a car seat check or 
installation, parents should ask if the 
individual is a nationally certified Child 
Passenger Safety (CPS) Technician – that 
means he or she has completed an in 
depth standardized training course pre-
pared by Safe Kids USA offered locally by 
the UH Rainbow Injury Prevention Center. 
CPS Technicians have demonstrated skill 
in the proper use of child restraints and 
safety belts, and take part in continuing 
education to stay abreast of developments 
in the field and keep skills sharp.

Meeting with a Child Passenger Safety 
(CPS) Technician for a car seat check is 
an interactive, educational process. The 
CPS Technician should take all the time 
necessary to ensure that you feel compe-
tent and confident in your car seat choice, 

installing the car seat into the vehicle and 
buckling your child into the car seat on 
your own.

UH Rainbow’s Injury Prevention 
Center has had a car seat fitting station at 
the hospital’s main campus in University 
Circle for more than 10 years. In response 
to community requests, UH Rainbow is 
making it easier for westside families to get 
expert help in choosing and installing car 
seats with the opening of car seat fitting 
stations at five area fire stations. 

The service is provided free-of-
charge, beginning in January 2022, at the 
following fire departments from 2-5 p.m.:
• Olmsted Falls Fire Station – 1st Thurs-

day of the month
• North Ridgeville Fire Station – 2nd 

Thursday of the month
• North Royalton Fire Station – 2nd 

Thursday of the month. Email Kathy 
Salvo for scheduling, Ksalvo@northroy-
alton.org

• Bay Village Fire Station – 3rd Thursday 
of the month

• North Olmsted Fire Station – 4th Thurs-
day of the month

Unless otherwise directed above, 
please call UH St. John Medical Center 
Community Outreach for an appoint-
ment at 440-827-5440. 

Local fire departments 
offering car seat installation

The annual financial report of Bay Village City School District 
for 2021 has been completed.

The report is available for inspection 
at the office of the treasurer at 

377 Dover Center Road, Bay Village, Ohio 44140.
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Westlake & Bay Village students 
share their favorite traditions

For the Observer's annual last-issue-of-the-
year feature, students from Mrs. Hun Piazza’s 
fourth-grade class at Westlake Elementary 

School and Mrs. Julie McArn’s first-grade class at 
Normandy Elementary in Bay Village share favorite 
family traditions. Visit wbvobserver.com for more.

We like to decorate cookies with candies and a 
bunch of frosting. I like doing this because we get 
to lick the frosting off our fingers in the end. It’s 
yummy!

– Andrew E., Bay Village

Every year my family comes 
over to my grandpa and grandma’s 
house. We eat together and open 
presents and we get a new toy each 
year. I love it because we usually 
don’t have time to spend together during the year.

– Clare V., Bay Village

Around this year, my family and I look for my 
elf on the shelf each year. When it is the day before 
Christmas we bake cookies for Santa Claus. We 
watch movies and we also try to give the Christ-

mas spirit around the world. On 
Christmas Eve we sing a song 

for Santa to give him joy 
and make him happy. When 

Christmas day starts we start 
to open up our presents and 
before we open them we call 

our family members and say 
Merry Christmas while I am 

shaking the presents to see which one is mine. 
Before Christmas day we put our hands in a bag 
and close our eyes and after we open them we 
look at the paper and you don’t say who you got 
and then we give them a present secretly. On 
Christmas day we eat Santa’s cookies if he didn't 
eat them. Sometimes we go to our neighbor’s 
house and we yell "MERRY CHRISTMAS" and then 
I scream I am Santa. I always ask why I have to 
wait until Christmas to open my presents. And, it’s 
always the same answer, “Because Santa says so!” I 
love my holiday traditions.

– Mason N., Westlake

On Christmas morning me and my brother wait 
in my mom’s bathroom and then my dad gets the 
camera. We all run out and we see the presents by 
the Christmas tree. I like this because then we get 
to unwrap the presents all together. 

– Lillian G., Bay Village

Diwali is the celebration of 
light. It is an Indian celebration 
that most of the people from 
India celebrate. We use sparklers 
and fireworks because the gods 
from the past stopped a war in 
the past. At the celebration there 
are sweets and gifts for everyone. 
Diwali lasts for 5 days. During one 
of the days, one of my family members ties a 
special bracelet on another person and they give 
them money! I love my family traditions.

– Shreya G., Westlake

We started my family tradi-
tion last year during the hard 
times of Covid. One of my 
twin sisters got the idea 
from our school in Moscow, 
Russia. Her idea was to do a 
Secret Santa with small home-
made gifts. First we pick a name of 
a family member out of a hat in early December. 
Then we spend the time following up to Christmas 

Eve thinking of and creating a small gift for that 
family member. It can be a small ornament, a 
puzzle, or a different creation. We have a special 

way of wrapping the gifts. You stick the small gift 
into a cardboard tube, wrap a decorated A4 piece 
of paper around the tube, and twist the ends tight. 

Sometimes we will put a ribbon on it. Finally on 
the evening of Christmas Eve we take turns 
sticking our tube into our family member's 
stocking. On Christmas Day we open our 
stockings and open the tubes. There is always 
a surprise inside! 

– Benjamin B., Westlake 

My favorite tradition is that we get to go to 
the lights at the zoo. There are lots and lots of dif-
ferent lights. We get hot cocoa too. It is very yummy!

– Malachi D., Bay Village

Around this time of year my family and I go 
to New York City for Christmas. We usually stay at 

my aunt's house. My aunt and I like to put up 
Christmas decorations and bake cookies. 

Then my parents wrap up the pres-
ents and they put them under the 
Christmas tree. Next morning my 
family and I eat breakfast then we 

get changed to go shopping. When 
we are done shopping we go back to my 
aunt’s house to play board games then 
we unwrap the presents. We watch TV 

together and we try to go to bed early so we can be 
ready for a busy morning heading back to Ohio. I 
love spending time with my family. 

– Yousef O., Westlake

I am going to go to my grandma and grandpa’s 
house where we celebrate Christmas there. We do 
this every Christmas. I like it because 
I get to hang out with my family.

– Tucker S., Bay Village

BOOM! BANG! You hear 
that? That's the sound of fire-
works going off on Chinese New 
Year. We usually go celebrate with 
family and friends. We eat dumplings and other 
Chinese food. This year we went to our mom's 
friends' house and they played many songs like a 
Chinese song called “wo he wo de zu guo” – it's now 
my favorite song. I played games and many other 
things. When we were leaving I tried to persuade my 
mom and dad to let us stay for a bit longer and by 
a bit longer, I mean a few more hours, but I finally 
gave up. This was the best New Year ever!

– Liao C., Westlake

We like to build gingerbread houses. Me and my 
brothers get to make our own. We use frosting and 
gumdrops. We put them up for decoration 

when we are done. Mom lets us 
eat some of the candy too. 

– Luke S., Bay Village

Sometimes we get to go to 
our grandma’s house on Christ-
mas Eve to make cookies and to have Christmas. I 
love it because I get to see my grandma, not the silly 
grandma, the other one. I love them both.

– Esther S., Bay Village

Every year I bake cookies with my grandma. 
We make cinnamon cookies. They are so sweet and 
extra sugary. My grandma lets me eat the ones that 

are not burnt.
– Maddie M., Bay Village

Around the beginning of December we cut 
out pieces of paper with all of our names on it. 

I put the names in a plastic bag and mix them 
around so no one knows which name is 

on which paper. This is called Secret 
Santa. I go all around the house with 
the bag and tell each family member, 
”Pick a name! Any name!” You have 
to write a Christmas letter to whom-
ever's name you picked. We didn’t do 
it yet this year, but last year I got Lucy. 
I wrote a short letter to her. It turns out 
that she picked my name too! Secret Santa 
is my favorite tradition of all! I wonder who I get this 
year ... let's find out!

– Autumn K., Westlake 

Every year my family and I always go to my 
grandma’s house on Christmas Eve. First we play 

games with my cousin Charbel, 
like Uno. Then we eat dinner. 
We eat lots of food like chicken, 

roast, tabouli, zaatar, and other 
foods. Then we open presents. 

My brother, Hunter and Channing 
open their presents first. Then Charbel 

and I open our presents. Last year, I got a Trans-
former that transforms into a tank. Next we play Nerf 
guns. I use a Nerf gun that has a teeth-like design and 
it is gray, purple, and green. My cousin Charbel uses 
a Fortnite Nerf gun. Then we go home and we leave 
out cookies for Santa and carrots for his reindeer. 
Then we turn on the Christmas lights. I turn on the 
lights hanging from the top of the roof, and the 
light that shows a picture of Santa Claus on the 
roof. Then before we go to bed my brothers and 
I put the presents that we made for our parents 
under the Christmas tree. Lastly we go to bed. We 
always wear matching pajamas. Last year we wore 
matching grinch pajamas. Merry Christmas. 

– Tristan T., Westlake

Our family tradition is giving people candy 
canes when we are at my grandma's. I like this 
because it’s being nice to others.

– Emma K., Bay Village
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My family tradition is when we sit around the 
living room opening presents. I like it because we 
get to hang around with our family.

– Wyatt H., Bay Village

My family always draws Santa Claus pictures 
every year. I like to do this because it is fun.

– Kennedy N., Bay Village

Around this time of year my family 
and I celebrate Ramadan. Ramadan 
is where kids get money and we 
have breaks from school. My 
family and I celebrate it every 
year, but we also fast. Fasting 
means that we cannot eat for the 
day. The reason why is that we can feel how home-
less people feel when they are hungry. But don’t 
worry, we can eat before dawn and after sunset. 
When Ramadan begins, we decorate the house and 
clean the house. I'm the one who has to clean every-
thing, but my favorite part is that during Ramadan 
we get the best food after sunset!

– Arza R., Westlake 

After Christmas we go to my 
grandma’s house in a pajamas. It’s 
called a Pajama Christmas. We get 
to open lots of presents again at 
her house.

– Jude C., Bay Village

My family tradition is watching the 
ball drop. Every year that I remember me and my 

family watched the ball drop on the New York 
City news. We would get a lot of snacks out 
of the pantry. We watch movies that are live 
action. We watch movies until about 11:30 
then we start to put on the news. We play 

games and watch the cool music playing on 
the news and then at 12:00 we watch the ball drop. 

It is a big ball that looks like a disco ball and then 
we go upstairs and put on our most comfy pajamas. 
Usually me and my sister run downstairs and grab 
all the snacks we can find such as chips, crackers, 
pretzels, soda, etc. Me and my 
sister eat all the food we can 
possibly eat without getting 
sick, then we get ready for bed 
and go to sleep. That is my 
family tradition. It may not 
be the same as always because 
we moved to Ohio but still it is 
still my favorite tradition of this 
time of year.                             

– Dahlia B., Westlake

Around this time of year, on Dec. 1 my family 
and I will make cookies all the way up to Dec. 25. On 
Dec. 24, we make the biggest cookie for Santa and 
we also put some big carrots out for the reindeer. It's 
also when my parents tell me and my siblings not to 

wake them up at 6 o’clock, so I wake them up 
at 6:01. After I wake my parents up, we go 

around the room and open presents, but 
we have 4 rules when we open presents. 

You can't tell other people what their 
gifts are, you can't show other people 
their gifts, and only positive atti-

tudes are allowed. After we are 
done opening gifts we eat Christmas 
brunch and go around the table and 
say what Christmas gift we are most 
happy with. This adds a nice ending 
to our Christmas day.

– Amelia C., Westlake 

Christmas is my favorite 
holiday. Every Christmas we 
go on a family trip out of Ohio. 
This year it’s India. My entire 
family lives there. I am excited 
to visit. We also put up the Christ-
mas tree and lights, and send let-
ters to Santa. We make ornaments and we give them 
to our neighbors. We also go to Crocker Park to see 
the enormous tree there. We listen to all the popular 
Christmas carols and have fun looking at all the 
beautiful light displays. We take pictures with Santa 
too! That’s why I love Christmas so much.

– Manasvi G., Westlake 

Every year on the very special night 
that happens only ONE time a year, and 
as everyone calls it “Christmas” we cel-
ebrate cheer and joy with our relatives. In 
the weeks before Christmas the Vianos 
household is very, very busy. We always 
bake sugar cookies with our mom, deco-
rate them, and put them in containers for 
our relatives. We bake Greek cookies with 
our grandmother, or as we call her “YiaYia.” The 

cookies are made with our homemade dough, 
using flour, eggs, vanilla, fresh orange juice, 
and a little sugar. These are called koulourakia, 
(Ku-Lou-Raak-ia). We roll these cookies into 

twists and spirals. The other type of cookie that we 
make is called kourambiethes (Kou-rom-bie-des). 
These cookies are made with flour, sugar, chopped 
almonds, and vanilla. After these cookies are baked, 
we coat them with powdered sugar 
and put them in paper cookie wraps. 
Apart from baking cookies, we also 
go shopping for our entire family 
including aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
grandparents. I love Christmas, it's 
my favorite!  

– Eleni V., Westlake

Have you ever had a cookie day with your 
grandma and cousins? I have and I’ve actually been 
doing this for years. It's a tradition that I celebrate 
with my younger brother and older cousins each 
and every year. We go over to our grandparents' 

house with our cousins, bake cookies, and deco-
rate them. Last year we made buckeyes and 

every year we make buckeyes. I am looking 
forward to making them again this year too. 
We usually have a cookie day on Saturday or 

Sunday when we don’t have anything to do and 
it’s usually in the afternoon. After that we go home 
a little earlier than our cousins but that's ok 
and then we think about what a wonderful 
day that was. That is what we do for 
our family tradition every year. Happy 
holidays! 

– Lily H., Westlake 

Gobble! Gobble! “What's that l 
hear?” It's a Thanksgiving turkey. Do you do any-
thing fun on Thanksgiving? Well l do. First of all l 
head to my grandma's house with my family which 
are my mom, step dad, sister and my step sister. 
Furthermore, I watch the Thanksgiving football 
games, especially with my sister. Apart from that, 
we eat our delicious turkey as well as the roast beef 

my grandma makes special for me. Next we play 
this very fun game called Family Feud. We all 
pick teams, that are usually boys versus girls. 
My mom is always the host of the game. We all 

have fun and enjoy seeing each other while we 
play the game. Finally, we play this game called 

Left Right Center. My grandma buys some lottery 

tickets and puts them in the middle of the counter. 
We all get three lottery tickets as well as three dice 
to roll. A dot means give one to the center, L means 
give one to the left person and R means give one to 
the right person. I ended up winning this year and 
got lots of money. It was the best time of the year. 
Hope you guys love Thanksgiving like l do!

– Jimmer K., Westlake 

On Christmas morning we look for the pickle 
ornament and whoever finds it gets to open a 
present first.  

– Walt K., Bay Village

Me, my mom, dad and sister Heidi like cutting 
down our Christmas tree. I like this because we 

get to have hot chocolate and popcorn at the 
place we went.  

– Greta D., Bay Village

I love my family holiday tradition. 
On Dec. 24 our Christmas elves give my 
family pjs. Then on Christmas Day we go 

to my grandma's house and play Pickle. 
Our Elf hides it somewhere. Finally, we EAT 

FOOD! It’s always delicious! I love our 
Christmas tradition and spending time 
with my family.   

– Aiden K., Westlake 

Every Christmas, my family 
lights up a Christmas tree. On 
Christmas, my family decides who gets 

to put the star on the tree. Usually, my brother or 
I put all of the ornaments on the Christmas tree. 
Normally, the one who gets to put up the star is 
me because I am the youngest one in my family. 
Then the last ornament is always the star. The 
tree is artificial, so we do not have to worry that 

it will fall down. It has 3 parts: A , B and C. C gets to 
be placed on the bottom, B gets to be placed in the 
middle, and A gets to be at the top because it is the 
smallest. Then my mom puts up the Nativity scene 
for Jesus. After that we go to Christmas Eve’s mass 
at the church. Then Christmas day arrives. We also 
normally watch Christmas carols 
on television. My family also has 
a grand dinner. The feast is 
made by my mom. We also 
get to watch a movie while 
eating. At the end of the day, 
we open up our wrapped 
presents. Then we go to our 
bedrooms and head to sleep. Christmas Day is the 

happiest day of the year.
– Shreyaans M.R., Westlake

My family tradition is hanging up a Santa 
on Thanksgiving. Every year on Thanksgiv-
ing day, with our family and guests who come 
to Thanksgiving dinner, we hang up a giant 

Santa head on the wall after we eat dinner. We all 
gather around and my mom and dad hang up the 
Santa on the wall. We are all talking and laughing 
meanwhile my mom and dad are trying to put the 
nail through the hole on the 
back. When the Santa is 
finally up on the wall 
we plug in the cord so 
it can light up. When it 
lights up we all clap and 
cheer. The reason we do this is 
to welcome the Christmas season into our home. 
Even though Thanksgiving might not be my favorite 
holiday I still love this tradition. 

– Kennedy M., Westlake 
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by HEATHER FANTER

“A glooming peace 
this morning with it 
brings … for never 

was there a story of more woe, 
than this of Juliet and her 
Romeo!” boomed the Prince 
of Verona to assembled citi-
zens gathered around, many of 
whom lay slain on the ground, 
thus ending the beautiful and 
tragic story of two star-crossed 
lovers. After a brief pause, the 
room erupted into laughter and 
applause, perished characters 
rising to their feet to grab their 
backpacks as the bell rang and 
the Prince of Verona (Marie 
Hunt, 9th grade) rushed off to 
get ready to cheer at the season’s 
first home basketball game.

The performers this day 
were freshman English stu-
dents at Bay High who had just 
ended a week of collaboration, 
education, and performance 
with a pair of actor-educators 
from Great Lakes Theater, the 
renowned local classic com-
pany. The relationship between 
BHS and Great Lakes has been a 

wonderful tradition that was, like 
so many others, halted during 
Covid-19 protocols. This school 
year the actors are back in the 
building, masked (of course) but 
excited to work with students in 
person again.

"It has been such a thrill for 
the Great Lakes Theater school 
residency program to reconnect, 
in person, with schools like Bay 
High. The program celebrates its 
40th anniversary this school year, 
and there are schools like Bay 
with which we have a long his-
tory, and we greatly appreciate 
working together to best facili-
tate our lesson plans in an envi-
ronment that is safe for young 
students and our actors,” says 
David Hansen, the group’s Edu-
cation and Outreach Director. 
Hansen is also a graduate of Bay 
High, which brings an additional 
layer of warmth to the relation-
ship between the school and the 
Great Lakes acting troupe.

(Fun fact: Tom Hanks, 
Olympia Dukakis, and Cloris 
Leachman are all alumni of Great 
Lakes, which is currently housed 
at the Hanna Theater.) 

The actor-educators typi-
cally spend a full week in the 
building, moving between their 
assigned English classes to con-
duct discussions with students, 
rehearse scenes, lead improv 
games, and demonstrate the 
basics of stage combat (a student 
favorite). This fall, in addition to 
"Romeo and Juliet," the actors 
helped juniors navigate the dark 
terrain of "Death of a Sales-

man" and performed alongside 
seniors on the capstone of their 
high school Shakespeare study, 
"Hamlet."

Phil Slanina, who teaches 
Senior English and coordinates 
the Great Lakes Theater visits 
each semester, says: “Our part-
nership with the Great Lakes 
Theater Education Department 
is amazing. Being able to bring in 
actor-teachers to the classroom 

is invaluable because 
the students are able 
to examine the play 
through the eyes of 
an actor and consider 
choices that a stage-
actor would make 
while preparing for a 
role.”

Great Lakes The-
ater has completed its 
fall visit to Bay High 
but will return in the 
spring to inspire a 
new group of students 
to love drama, classic 
theater, and sword 
fighting. The students 
enjoy the actors tre-
mendously and the 
actors have enjoyed 
watching student atti-
tudes evolve over time.

Tim Keo, a vet-
eran actor with the 
company, noticed that 
students have changed 
in their approach to his 

coaching over the years. “Having 
worked with students at Bay 
High for 18 seasons now, I am 
always struck by how student 
attitudes have changed towards 
each other over the last two 
decades. To me, students have 
become more compassionate as 
well as supportive of each other 
in their willingness to try any-
thing and their openness to each 
other’s ideas.” 

Great Lakes Theater actors Tim Keo and Kelly Elliot, second and 
third from left, respectively, perform a scene from "Romeo and 
Juliet" with freshmen Aidan Knapp, far left, and Marie Hunt, right.

Great Lakes Theater 
visits Bay High School

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Hundreds 
celebrate 
Chanukah at 
Crocker Park

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

by RABBI MENDEL JACOBS

Hundreds of Westsiders 
celebrated Chanukah out-
side the Regal Cinemas at 

Crocker Park. The annual Chanu-

kah celebration and Giant Menorah 
lighting hosted by Chabad of the 
West Side Jewish organization has 
become a popular tradition for the 
local Jewish community. Crowds of 
children and adults enjoyed an eve-

ning of ice skating, Chanukah treats, 
and entertainment.

The highlight of the night was 
the kindling of a giant nine-foot-tall 
Menorah, spreading its warmth and 
glow all around. 

Help Support 
the Observer                       

ADVERTISE YOUR 
COMMUNITY EVENT
The Observer is offered as a 

free newspaper thanks to the 
civic-minded businesses and 
organizations that support 

our community project 
through advertising.

Help sustain this vital 
resource by participating as 

an advertising partner.

Call us today for great rates 
at 440-409-0114

or email us at
staff@wbvobserver.com
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by MORGAN PASKERT

As we near the shortest day of 
the year, many of us reminisce 
about the long summer days 

with plenty of time to enjoy the out-
doors after school or work.

But despite chillier temperatures, 
there are several ways to enjoy nature 
during the winter months. And that 
includes nighttime sky viewing. Below 
are a few favorite objects to look up for 
this season.
Orion

One of the biggest and brightest 
constellations in the night sky is Orion 
the Hunter. First, look southeast for 
three equally bright stars in a straight 
line that form “Orion’s belt.” Serving 
as his right shoulder is the supergiant 
star Betelgeuse, which shines brightly 
with a reddish tint.

At Orion’s left foot lies the slightly 
brighter star, Rigel. Hanging below the 
center star in Orion’s belt is his sword, 
which features the Orion Nebula, or 
Messier 42. Visible as a dim, fuzzy object 
to the naked eye, this nebula appears 
as a large gas cloud when viewed with 
binoculars or a small telescope.
Jupiter and Saturn

In the southwest skies after 
sunset, you will see two bright objects 
– our solar system’s largest planets, 
Jupiter and Saturn.

Jupiter is the brighter object you 
will see higher in the sky, with Saturn 
slightly lower toward the horizon. 
Details of the planets can be seen with 
small telescopes and large binoculars.

Take advantage of this opportu-
nity while you can, as these beauti-
ful planets will be lost in the light of 
sunset by February.
Geminids Meteor Shower

One of the best meteor showers of 
the year, the Geminids peaked on the 
evening of Dec. 14. Although the peak 
has passed, Geminids meteors can 
usually be seen up to a week before 
and after the peak date.

Meteor showers are named after 
their “radiant” point, or the area of the 
sky in which they appear to originate. 
In this case, the constellation Gemini.

The later in the evening you wait, 
the higher the chance of seeing mete-
ors, with the best time being after 
midnight.

Make sure you find an area with 
dark skies and try to minimize using 
your “gadgets,” as the bright light from 
screens can significantly reduce your 
visual light sensitivity and make view-
ing dim meteors more difficult.
Winter Solstice

The Winter Solstice occurs on Dec. 
21, which means the South Pole will be 
tilted toward the sun. The sun will have 
reached is southernmost position in 
the sky, resulting in the shortest day 
of the year and the first official day of 
winter. Don't forget to look up on the 
longest night of the year!

Join Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center for free general admission 
and planetarium programs for all 
ages from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays. Plan your visit at 
www.lensc.org/program-calendar. 

What to look for in the night sky this winter
LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Orion Constellation
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by RICK GRANE

The Westlake Police Depart-
ment, along with the city 
of Westlake, have set up a 

donation center to help victims of 
Hurricane Ida and several tropical 
storms in the southern states. The 
police have collected over 1,000 
pounds of supplies such as water, 
food, blankets, toiletries, paper 
products, charcoal and tents. We 
are currently working on filling our 
third semi truck to send down.

The Westlake Police have 
teamed up with Nehemiah 
Network, a disaster relief center 

here in Cleveland. And they trans-
port the supplies down.

You can still donate by drop-
ping off donations at the police 
station, 27300 Hilliard Blvd, or 
contact Rick Grane at rickgrane@
aol.com or 440-829-0974 with any 
questions.

The police department 
recently picked up donations from 
the Lakewood Elks in Westlake. 
They donated several hundred 
pounds of water, food and tents to 
the cause. The police then went to 
Westlake Elementary School and 
picked up several boxes of chil-
dren's books to send down. 

by DENISE ROSENBAUM

The clerk of council 
for the City of Bay 
Village, Joan Kemper, 

has reached yet another 
milestone in her extensive 
and illustrious career. She 
has earned the distinction 
of becoming a certified 
municipal clerk.

Through the Interna-
tional Institute of Munici-
pal Clerks, two levels of 

certification are offered, 
the first of which is the 
Certified Municipal Clerk, 
or CMC. (The second is 
Master Municipal Clerk.) 
IIMC was founded in 1947, 
and is a professional asso-
ciation with almost 15,000 
members in the US, Canada 
and 15 other countries. Its 
primary goal is to actively 
promote the continuing 
education and professional 
development of municipal 

clerks through extensive 
education programs, cer-
tification, publications, 
networking, annual confer-
ences and research. IIMC 
also engages in municipal 
research administration, 
enhances critical profes-
sional skill development 
and fosters a spirit of mutual 
assistance and good fel-
lowship among municipal 
clerks around the globe.
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WPD Chief Kevin Bielozer and Rick Grane load 
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Bay Village clerk recognized 
for career achievement

Bay Village Clerk of Council, Joan Kemper, left, is presented with the Certified 
Municipal Clerk certificate by Westlake Clerk of Council, Denise Rosenbaum, 
during the Sept. 27 Bay Village City Council meeting.

Westlake's annual 
Fall Festival, 

Pumpkin Hunt and 
Haunted Trail return

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

This October will bring about the return 
of Westlake's Annual Fall Festival and 
Pumpkin Hunt at the Recreation 

Center on Saturday, Oct. 9, from 1-4 p.m.
This free, family-friendly festival fea-

tures face-painters, hay rides, inflatables, an 
animal show, a bubble show, refreshments 
and more. Parents must be present during 
the event.

The pumpkin hunt will start promptly 
at 1:30 p.m. Kids ages 2-8 must be registered 
for the pumpkin hunt by Friday, Oct. 8, or 
before maximum capacity is reached. 

The Trick-or-Treat Haunted Trail is also 
back by popular demand for another year at 
the Westlake Recreation Center on Friday, 
Oct. 22, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

An outside trail will be decorated for 
the occasion, complete with plenty of treat 
stops set up along the way. Wear your favor-
ite costume and you just might scare those 
creatures back into the woods. The trail is 
appropriate for young children. Pre-regis-
tration is recommended but tickets may be 
purchased the day of the event. The cost 
is $2 per child; $3 per adult (18 and older).

To register for the Pumpkin Hunt or 
Haunted Trail, visit www.cityofwestlake.org .

 P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 D
EN

N
Y

 W
EN

D
EL

L

 P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 D
EN

N
Y

 W
EN

D
EL

L

City of Westlake collects for hurricane relief

SHREDDING DAY
Saturday, Oct. 9, 9 a.m. to noon
The Bay Village Green Team and the City 
of Bay Village will host a free, secure and 

environmentally friendly shredding event in 
the police station parking lot, 28000 Wolf 

Road. All shredded material will be recycled. 
There is no limit to the amount of material 

that can be brought for shredding. Cardboard 
also accepted. Open to all area residents.

Scaredy Cat 
Run is a fun 
fall tradition
by ELIZABETH MILLI

The Scaredy Cat Run & 
Walk, hosted by the Bay 
Village Foundation, is 

quickly becoming a fun fall tra-
dition in the community. The 
event, scheduled for Saturday, 
Oct. 16, begins at Bay High 
School and follows a course 
that winds through the city.

 See SCAREDY CAT page 2

by JENNIFER 
HARTZELL

Great news! As a Bay 
Village resident, you 
can now sign up to 

compost your leftover food 
waste! The service will be 
provided by Rust Belt Riders 
and costs $10 a month. For 
$10 a month you can col-
lect and bring ALL of your 
home food waste to the 
drop-off location, located 
in the northeast corner of 
the Bay Lodge parking lot. 
Bay Lodge is located on 
Bradley, just south of Wolf, 
and is adjacent to Bradley 
Road Park. 

Why compost? The 
first answer is simple: to 
keep as much as we can 
out of the landfill. Why is 
that important? Compost 

is a valuable resource so 
when it ends up in the 
landfill, it’s being wasted.

Second, it is in all 
our interest to keep as 
much as we can out of the 
landfill because we are 
literally filling land full of 
waste – and eventually we 
will run out of that land. 
When we do, we will have 
to pay more to transport 
our trash farther away.

And third, when food 
breaks down in the land-
fill it creates methane gas, 
which accounts for 10% of 
greenhouse gases emitted 
in the U.S. Waste in landfills 
break down anaerobically 
(without oxygen) which is 
why it produces methane 
gas. Methane gas is 25 times 
more efficient at trapping 
heat than carbon dioxide. 

Composting completes the 
cycle of food: it is grown 
from the earth and returns 
to the earth to enrich it. 

So, you’re thinking to 
yourself: Great! I’ll com-
post! But why do I need to 
pay for the service and drive 
it over to a special location? 
Composting at home is dif-
ferent than industrial com-
posting, which is what the 
new service is offering for 
$10 a month.

You CAN compost at 
home and use your com-

post for your garden and 
beds. When you add it to 
your garden, you are adding 
nutrients to your soil and 
improving your garden. 
Compost takes the place 
of chemical fertilizers and 
helps soil retain moisture, 
meaning you don’t have to 
water as often! Compost 
releases nutrients that are 
long lasting, contrary to 
chemical fertilizers that 
provide a quick dump of 
nutrients which then wash 

by JANICE PATTERSON

“Voting month” (Oct. 
4-Nov. 2) is almost 
here and the West-

lake/North Olmsted chapter of 
the League of Women Voters of 
Greater Cleveland has planned 

several ways for voters to obtain 
information about the can-
didates for Westlake elective 
offices.

The first is an “in person” 
program Saturday, Sept. 25, 2-4 
p.m., at Porter Library, 27333 
Center Ridge Road, where 

attendees can mingle for infor-
mal conversations with the 
candidates. All candidates for 
Mayor, President of Council, 
Council Member, Law Director 
and Board of Education have 
been invited to participate. 
This event will take place in the 

Library Courtyard, but attend-
ees must wear masks in order to 
enter the library.

The only contested race 
in Westlake for the Nov. 2 elec-
tion is for the City Council rep-
resentatives of Wards 2 and 4. 
A candidate forum via Zoom 

featuring the four contenders 
will take place on Tuesday, Oct. 
12, at 7 p.m. The Zoom webinar 
format has been selected to 
address COVID concerns and 
to broaden voters’ choices for 
learning about the candidates.

Westlake LWV schedules ways to meet city council, school board candidates
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DEMON DISPATCH

A new school 
year begins

 See DEMON DISPATCH page 2

The Observer is proud to introduce “Demon Dispatch” 
a monthly column focusing on the Westlake Schools, 
penned by Superintendent Scott Goggin.

by DR. SCOTT GOGGIN
Superintendent, Westlake City School District

It’s an exciting time for 
Westlake City Schools, 
and the 2021-2022 school 

year will see us all continue 
our upward trajectory of 
being a leader in education 
in our area. As we embark 
on this foundational year, 
we lean on the attributes that 
provide opportunities for stu-
dent growth intellectually, emotionally and socially.

When we crafted our Portrait of a Lifelong Learn-
er, it was with the intent of providing the vision of 
what we expect from our students inside the class-
room, and how we anticipate them contributing to 
the wider world outside of our hallways. Westlake City 
Schools offer our students a unique opportunity to 
learn with purpose, and our teachers and staff share 
the same ideals in providing a learning environment 
in support of this vision. This Portrait of a Lifelong 
Learner is a promise to our students, our families and 
the entire Westlake community. 

The Bay Village Community Council honored this year’s Citizen of the Year, Nancy Trainer, and Project of the 
Year, the Bradley Park Playground renovation, in an outdoor ceremony Sept. 19 at the playground. Mayor Paul 
Koomar presented proclamations to Nancy Trainer for her decades of community service – specifically with 
the Women’s Club, Garden Club and League of Women Voters – and to the Drumm family for their efforts 
to raise funds to renovate the Bradley Park playground. Pictured, from left: Mayor Koomar; Nancy Trainer; 
Peggy, Elizabeth and Andrew Drumm; and BVCC officers Tara Wendell, Mary Kay Wilson and Peggy Ludwig.

Composting service 
comes to Bay Village!

THE GREEN REPORT

 See COMPOSTING page 4

Scott Goggin

Composting bins are located in the northeast corner 
of the Bay Lodge parking lot. 
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BV Community Council honors Citizen and Project of the Year
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This is the first in a series of articles about one 
local veteran, Bay Village resident Anton (Tony) 
Dostal, who served as a mortician during the 
Vietnam War. 

by DENNY WENDELL

Not many kids grow up dreaming of 
becoming a mortician. For Tony 
Dostal, the journey of his life's work 

began as a student at John Adams High School 
in Cleveland.

“It started out as a joke," Tony said. "When 
I was a teenager, a teacher of mine lined me 
up with a funeral home for summer work. It 
involved doing the odds and ends at the funer-
al home, like chasing doctors to get signed 
death certificates and being a greeter at the 
funeral home, while making a dollar an hour."

One Veteran's Life

NOV. 11

Hundreds march in memory 
of Amy Mihaljevic

by ERIC EAKIN

More than 
2 0 0 
p e o p l e 

turned out on Oct. 
27 for the March 
for Amy, a trib-
ute in memory of 
10-year-old Amy 
Mihaljevic who 
was kidnapped from Bay Village in 1989 
and found 100 days later, dead, in a field 
in Ashland County.

The march was organized by Bay 
Middle School educator Mark Kevesdy 
as a fundraiser to assist the police and 
FBI in their continuing investigations.

Kevesdy has established a website, 

www.walkforamy.org, to accept dona-
tions. He said he hoped to raise $25,000 
by the end of the year. A $50,000 reward 
is also being offered for information 
that would solve the 32-year-old case.

"There's not a day goes by that we 
don't think of Amy," Bay Village Police 
Chief Rob Gillespie told the marchers. 

A crowd of more than 200 people marched in memory of Amy Mihaljevic.

Amy Mihaljevic's brother, Jason, speaks to the media.

Holiday comedy 
continues Clague 

Playhouse's season
by KIMBERLY MITSCHKE

Clague Playhouse presents 
the holiday comedy, "Ethan 
Claymore," by Norm Foster, 

to continue their 94th season.
It’s a week before Christmas, 

and struggling egg farmer/artist 
Ethan Claymore meets a woman 
who could turn his life around. But 
things are shaken up when Ethan 
receives a visit from his estranged, 
and recently deceased, older broth-
er. The play is directed by Robert 
Gibb and featured in our cast are Jeff 
Bartholomew as Ethan Claymore, 
Kristin Bartholomew as Teresa Pike, 
Charles Cover as Martin Claymore, 
Jake Hunter as Young Ethan, Peg 
Neeson as Dottie McClaren and 
Rick Schuler as Young Martin.

The play runs Friday, Nov. 5, 
through Sunday, Dec. 5, on Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays at 
8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. (no 
performance on Thanksgiving, Nov. 
25). Admission is $18 for adults, $17 
for seniors (60+), and $10 for stu-
dents (any age with a valid ID) and 
may be purchased by calling the Box 
Office at 440-331-0403 Wednesday 
through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. or 
visiting www.clagueplayhouse.org. 
Clague Playhouse is located at 1371 
Clague Road in Westlake.

 See PLAYHOUSE page 2

BHS Key Club collects 3 busloads 
of goods for local animal shelters
by MIYA DEBOLT and            
KATHERINE BUNSEY 

The Bay High School Key Club 
recently held an Animal Protective 
League (APL) donation drive. Three 

bus loads of donations were sent off to the 
Cleveland APL, Friendship APL of Lorain 
County and the Berea Animal Rescue to 
help the shelters’ animals in need. Count-
less items were donated by the community, 
making it a huge success.

“It really could not have been such a 
success without the generosity and sup-
port of our community,” said project co-
chairperson Miya DeBolt.

The high school’s Key Club dropped off 

fliers to neighborhood homes the weekend 
of Oct. 8, and returned to the homes to col-
lect donations a week later on Oct. 16. The 
Key Club collected many donations from 
doorsteps, and collected countless more 
from the donation drop-off location at Bay 
High School throughout the weekend. As 
donations were being made through the 
weekend, some Key Club members helped 
to sort and box the items.

The Key Club would like to extend a 
thank you to the community, because with-
out them this event would not have been 
possible. In addition, the Key Club would 
like to thank Mr. Gregory Willey from the 
Friendship APL located in Elyria for taking 
the time to speak about the importance of 

donating to shelters. His speech was much 
appreciated and well received from every-
one at that meeting.

“I am thrilled that we received so many 
wonderful donations from our generous 

community. I imagine every animal at the 
shelter will be wagging their tail with all 
the new toys and goodies,” co-chairperson 
Katherine Bunsey exclaimed.

Bay High School Key Club collected three busloads of supplies for three local 
animal shelters with the help of the Bay Village community.
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Tony Dostal outside his barracks in           
Da Nang, Vietnam.
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Long before the 
sensational Shep-
pard murder 

case there was another 
infamous criminal case 
in Bay Village. In 1938, 
Mrs. Christine Ritchie 
was arrested for operat-
ing a “house of ill fame” 
in what was labeled the 
“Love Nest Case” by the 
Cleveland News news-
paper.

Dr. David Francati, 
of Bay Dental, the cur-
rent owner of 384 Fordham Park-
way, told me a number of stories 
about the home he has shared 
with his wife, Sheila, since 1993. 
He said that it was supposedly 
built by the owners of a brewery. 
That it was once known as a “love 
nest” in the 1930s. That it was 
then an orphanage where some 
of the kids crossed an open porch 
to sleep in the attic. That it then 

had a fire and was repaired and 
turned back into a single-family 
home. Could all of this be true 
of one 3,600-square-foot home 
tucked away along Lake Erie next 
to Cliff Drive in Bay Village, Ohio?

Dr. Francati shared with me 
a newspaper article from 1938 
which corroborated the “love 
nest” part of the story. 

by DAVE PFISTER

On the 20th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, the West-

lake Historical Society will again 
meet at the gravesite of Christina 
Ryook in Evergreen Cemetery. 
Members of our society have 
met there annually since 2006.

Lysa Stanton, Westlake His-
torical Society president, first 
became aware of Ms. Ryook’s 
grave while walking her dog at 
Evergreen Cemetery. Christina 
was in the World Trade Center 
when it was attacked.

Because Christina’s family 
sometimes travels to New York 
for commemorative obser-
vances, Lysa always makes sure 
there is a local service on Sept. 
11. When the Ryook family is 
in town, they and the Westlake 
Historical Society hold a joint 
service.

Through a fundraising 
campaign, a bench was placed 
near Christina’s grave in her 
memory. Westlake Histori-
cal Society members were the 
organizers behind the bench 
placement effort.
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 See FORDHAM page 2

 See IVERMECTIN page 4

Westlake welcomes new 
police patrolman

by ROBERT 
ROZBORIL

The City of 
Westlake wel-
comed Patrol-

man Zack Hitchens 
to the Westlake 
Police Department 
on Tuesday, Aug. 
24. Mayor Dennis 
Clough administered 
the oath of office to 
the city's newest 
sworn officer in front 
of members of his 
family, friends and 
his new colleagues in 
the Council Cham-
bers at Westlake City Hall.

Hitchens comes to Westlake 
having spent the last three years 
serving as a patrol officer for the 
City of Cleveland. Prior to that, 
Hitchens worked as a correc-

tions officer for Huron County 
and Stark County. 

He graduated from Kent 
State University in 2014 with a 
bachelor's degree in Criminal 
Justice. 

Historical society honors Westlake 
victim of Sept. 11 terrorist attacks

DIGGING DOVER – BAY VILLAGE

Strange history:         
384 Fordham Parkway, Part 1

A 1959 Cuyahoga County Auditor 
photo of 384 Fordham Parkway, c. 1921.

Patrolman Zack Hitchens watches his 
wife pin the badge on his lapel. 

Ivermectin: From dirt to Nobel Prize
THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Is it me or is the medical 
world upside down and 
sideways these days?
I can live with the “It’s a 

hard no on the vaccine.”
What bothers me: Muddy 

information from doctors. 
Recently, an Arkansas doctor 
headlined for giving jail prison-
ers (and himself and his family, 
apparently) a multi-drug cock-
tail including ivermectin, a 
deworming pill, to treat – and 
prevent – COVID-19.

He’s the tip of the iceberg. 
The CDC reports ivermectin 
prescriptions went from 3,600 
per week pre-pandemic to 
“88,000 prescriptions in the 

week ending Aug. 13, 2021.”
I’m not here to trash talk 

ivermectin. Quite the opposite, 
ivermectin colors my world sky 
blue.

It’s a story of hope, com-
passion, science at its best. 
A story dancing with heroes 
including – I hate to say it – a 
pharmaceutical giant. The two 
scientists who developed aver-
mectin (ivermectin’s prototype), 
Satoshi Omura and William C. 
Campbell, received the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology and Medi-
cine in 2015.

Ivermectin began in the dirt, 
literally. In the 1960s, Omura, 
a Japanese microbiologist, was 
hunting for new drugs. He col-
lected soil samples around 

Japan, isolated bacteria that 
produced novel chemicals. Then 
he forwarded the more promis-
ing ones to Campbell, a parasite 
biologist at the Merck Institute 
of Therapeutic Research, to be 
tested in animals. Together, 
they discovered avermectin (a 
[without] - vermin). Safe, versa-
tile, and affordable, avermectin 
slays as a parasite worm-killer.

Ivermectin works by para-
lyzing nerves and muscles. 
Particularly sensitive are inver-
tebrates (animals without back-
bones, like worms, insects, etc.). 
In the 1980s, ivermectin was 
used in animals successfully. 
Campbell suggested it be stud-
ied for parasites in humans.

The bench and plaque honoring Christina Ryook in 
Evergreen Cemetery.
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Worship together 
this Christmas season

Online or in person

(440) 835-3050

• Family Contemporary Service @ 3:00 pm

• Contemporary & Traditional
   Candlelight Service @ 5:00 pm

• Traditional Candlelight Service @ 7:00 pm

• Traditional Candlelight Service @ 11:00 pm

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES

Please join us for

CHURCH + SCHOOL
27993 Detroit Rd., Westlake

and share the glorious news of our Savior’s birth!

St. Raphael Catholic Church 
525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village 

 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 
   Christmas Eve: Christmas Day: 
     *4:00 pm Church/PAC     8:00 am Church 
       8:00 pm Church *10:00 am Church 
   *10:00 pm Church   12:00 pm Church 
 
 

*live-streamed 

         440-871-1100 
saintraphaelparish.com/164 

Celebrate
     the birth of 
  Christ within 
     each of us.

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145

HOLIDAY SERVICES
  Christmas Eve - Dec. 24, 2021
     7:00 p.m. 

  Sunday - Dec. 26, 2021
    11:00 a.m. 
    Burning Bowl Service

www.uscwestlake.org

by HALLEY MARSH

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church in 
Bay Village had a lot to celebrate 
at a special service on Nov. 21. The 

Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth Jr., bishop 
of the Diocese of Ohio, visited St. Barn-
abas to celebrate 10 years of renewed 
ministry, confirm and receive 21 new 
members into the Episcopal Church, 
bless the new pipe organ, dedicate the 
renovated Parkside Hall, and install the 
fifth rector of St. Barnabas, the Rev. Alex-
ander D. Martin.

Beginning with beautiful solos from 
violinist Mary Beth Ions, followed by 
hymns on the new organ, played expert-

ly by Timothy Robson and accompanied 
by the St. Barnabas Choir, the entire ser-
vice was a moving tribute to how far St. 
Barnabas has come in the last 10 years.

In 1947, Bay Village was selected as a 
new mission area for the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Ohio. St. Barnabas was granted 
full parish status in 1951, and continued 
to grow. In 2003, the Rt. Rev. Mark Hol-
lingsworth Jr. was elected bishop of Ohio 
amid broad disagreements throughout 
the church around scriptural authority 
and LGBTQ inclusion.

On Nov. 6, 2005, St. Barnabas voted 
to leave the Episcopal Church and place 
themselves under the authority of the 
Bishop of Bolivia. A long legal battle over 

the congregation’s property and assets 
ensued. On Nov. 20, 2011, the Diocese of 
Ohio reopened St. Barnabas to begin the 
process of rebuilding the congregation, 
with 26 people in attendance.

On Nov. 21, 2021, more than 200 
people were in attendance to pray, sing, 
and give thanks for all that has happened 
in the last 10 years and looking forward 
to a bright future. The service began 
with the installation of Fr. Alex as rector, 
followed by a standing ovation, as the 
entire congregation was so moved. As 
part of the installation, he received gifts, 
including a sapling from the children of 
St. Barnabas to symbolize future growth.

Wardens Maryann Kuzila and Scott 

Williams announced that Parkside Hall 
would be commemorated as the Bishop 
Mark Hollingsworth Jr. Parkside Hall, in 
recognition of the dedication and sup-
port he provided to St. Barnabas over 
the last 15+ years. “St. Barnabas would 
not be here today if Bishop Mark and his 
staff had not worked so diligently and 
tirelessly to reopen our church,” said 
Maryann Kuzila, senior warden.

Following the service, a reception 
was held in the newly renovated Park-
side Hall, where clergy from across the 
Diocese of Ohio, including Rev. Sarah 
J. Shofstall, the rector who re-opened 
St. Barnabas, joined the parishioners in 
thanksgiving and celebration. 

St. Barnabas celebrates 10 years of inclusive ministry
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Worship together 
this Christmas season

VISIT BAYPRES.ORG FOR DETAILS

CHRISTMAS EVE
Friday, December 24

4:00 pm - Family Service
6:00 & 8:00 pm - The Story of Christmas

*look for our Christmas Project ad in this edition!

       JOIN US!
at Bay Presbyterian Church
(25415 Lake Road, Bay Village, OH  44140)

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

Christmas Eve, Thur. Dec. 24
Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m.
Please join our Advent Family as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake
www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

Advent Episcopal Church

Christmas Eve, Fri. Dec. 24
Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m.
Akron U. Brass Quartet starting at 6:30 p.m. 

3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake
www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

Advent Episcopal Church
Please join our 
Advent Family 
as we celebrate 

the birth of Jesus.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021 WBVO

Celebrate Christ’s birth at Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church 

Bethesda’s regular Sunday service is 10 a.m., 
with Sunday School held at 9:15 a.m.  28607 Wolf Road, Bay Village  • 440.871.2276  • www.bethesdaonthebay.org.

Children’s Christmas Program

10 a.m. | Sunday, Dec. 19
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

10 p.m. | Friday, Dec. 24
Family Christmas Eve Worship 

5:30 p.m. | Friday, Dec. 24 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

Friday, December 24 at 6:30 p.m.
We would love to see you in person this year!

www.facebook.com/parknaz/ 
or www.youtube.com Parkside Nazarene Church

Parkside Church of the Nazarene
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake   

 (440) 333-3998 • www.parknaz.org

Christmas Eve 
Service

Parkside_WBVO_1-8_Dec-2021.indd   1Parkside_WBVO_1-8_Dec-2021.indd   1 12/2/21   11:18 AM12/2/21   11:18 AM

Experience the Wonder 
of Christmas

Experience the Wonder of Christmas
Experience the Wonder of Christmas

5 p.m. Family Service featuring 
           Children’s Christmas Pageant
           “Sleepover at the Stable”

7 p.m.   Candlelight Service
11 p.m. Candlelight Service
             includes Communion

Bay United Methodist Church
29931 Lake Road, Bay Village
(440) 871-2082

Join us on Christmas Eve
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter 
Public Library’s late Decem-
ber 2021 calendar of events. All 
programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org 
or follow the library on Facebook 
and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) 

for the latest updates.
 Tuesday, Dec. 21 (3:30-4 
p.m.) Winter Tea Party – You 
are invited to a Winter Tea Party! 
Practice pouring, table man-
ners and ice breakers while 
enjoying tasty refreshments. 
For children with special needs, 
ages 5-8. Please register.

 Friday, Dec. 24-Sunday, 
Dec. 26 – Library closed in 
observance of Christmas
Monday, Dec. 27 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
New Year’s Eve Party Pack 
Pick-Up – Pick up your New 
Year’s Eve party pack filled with 
everything you need to cele-
brate at home! Recommended 

for ages 4-7. Please register.
 Friday, Dec. 31 (11:30 a.m.-
noon) Countdown to Noon 
Family Storytime (Virtual) 
– Join us on Facebook or You-
Tube for a special New Year’s 
Eve family storytime featuring 
our favorite stories, songs, and 
rhymes. We will even do our 

own early countdown to 12 
o’clock (noon)!
 Friday, Dec. 31 – Library 
closes at 5 p.m.
 Saturday, Jan. 1 – Library 
closed for New Year’s Day
To register for any of the pro-
grams, visit westlakelibrary.org/
events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s late December calendar of events

by JEFF BING

So, where are we now with this 
COVID thing, something like two 
years and counting? And, if we’re 

not there yet, we’re close, so we won’t 
quibble about the overall time invested. 
I think we all can agree that it feels much 
longer than it’s actually been.

Thanks to COVID, it’s been a wild 
ride for the NFL of late, and sports in 
general the last couple of years. While 
any similarities in income most cer-
tainly wouldn’t apply to most folks, the 
recent dip in the overall general health 
in the NFL is an accurate microcosm of 
that impacting the overall population 
with regard to COVID. The last I heard, 
Cuyahoga County was near the top in 
cases per capita for all of Ohio. (And 
if that doesn’t make your chest swell 
with hometown pride, then I really 
don’t know what will.)

Of course, what really frustrates 
the deep thinkers of the universe is how 
fast virtually every issue in this country 
becomes a political hot potato (a.k.a. 
“immediately”). In an effort to not step 
on any political party’s toes while drop-
ping an anvil on the other party’s, I will 
opt for the “high” road and suggest that 
both parties are pretty confused when 
it comes to talking out of both sides of 
their mouths, as it were.

For instance, at various times 
someone will claim that the whole 
COVID vaccination thing is a farce (or 

it’s not safe, or the government can’t tell 
me what to do) and how they vow to 
never get vaccinated – but then at some 
other time (when it best suits their 
needs) claim that they think it best to 
not congregate en masse “for the safety 
of all” during the COVID crisis.

Yes, all of a sudden, they become 
very concerned for the welfare of 
others. (Translation: That COVID thing 
may be a farce, but it sure comes in 
handy if they need an excuse to get out 
of doing something they’d rather not). 
Bless their little hearts for worrying 
about me.

Then, on the other hand you have 
the holier-than-thou “maskers” who 
wear their masks all right, but loosely, 
below their nose, or wear the same 
single solitary mask for 47 consecu-
tive days thinking it’s still effective. Or 
better still, watching someone drop 
their mask below their chin to eat, 
and then after eating bring the mask 
up inside-out! You really want to say 
something, but odds are they’d really 
get offended if you did.

So, at the end of this COVID crisis 
– if there indeed will ever be an end to 
it – we will all be able to rejoice in the 
fact that we can once again return to 
the “old normal” – you know, where as 
a country we were all one big happy 
family. Remember, we all got along 
swimmingly, there was peace and love 
and joy to the world.

Yeah, right! 

Covid: When making a list 
– and checking it twice – 
doesn’t really matter

SPORTING VIEWS

Porter Library receives 5 stars in Library Journal's annual index
by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake Porter Public 
Library has been 
named a 5-Star 

Library by Library Journal mag-
azine in its annual Star Librar-
ies index, up from its 4-Stars 
in 2020. Libraries are eligible 
for up to five stars. The index 
used 2019 statistics on physi-
cal circulation, circulation of 
electronic materials, library 
visits, program attendance, 
public computer use and WiFi 
sessions. Successful retrievals of 

electronic information, which 
measures use of electronic 
resources such as databases 
other than by title checkout, is 
also included.

The index is compiled by 
budget category so that librar-
ies of approximately the same 
size and budget are compared 
to each other. Westlake Porter 
Public Library received its Star 
rating in the $5-9.9 million cat-
egory.

“We are thrilled to be a 
5-Star Library,” said Library 
Director Andrew Mangels. “But 

since the statistics used in the 
index are about public use of 
their library this is as much an 
honor to the people of Westlake 
as it is to our hardworking staff.”

Seven of Cuyahoga 
County’s nine library systems 
achieved Star Library status. 
Nationwide, Ohio is home to 
the second largest number of 
Star Libraries – 26 – trailing only 
New York.

For more information 
about the index, please visit 
westlakelibrary.org or library-
journal.com. 

by COLLEEN HARDING

It’s holiday time – a wonderful time 
of year. Family visits, shopping, cre-
ating memories, and traditions are 

in full swing.  
Traditions are important because 

they help us to appreciate things. If 
Covid has given us anything good, it 
has taught us to appreciate what we 
have. 

While we slowly return to a normal 
life, we have an opportunity to teach 
our children to be polite and to con-
tinue traditions. They will be the ones 
that pass them on, hopefully. 

It is essential that we start intro-
ducing good behavior practices early 
with our young people. 

Our children are the most incred-
ible thing we have ever done, but they 
are not the most significant thing the 
world has ever done. Our job is to teach 
them how to exist and excel in the world 
outside our front door.  

Though it may seem a bit over-
whelming, here is a way to make it more 
enjoyable. Think of this as a game. The 
rules are simple, and the end goal is to 
be invited back. 

Here are the rules for your children. 
Partner with another mom or dad or 
relative (if you like) and see how each 
other’s children behave in your homes.

The winners fall into three categories:
• 3rd place: This person would be 

invited back!
• 2nd place: This person would be 

invited on an extended visit like a 
movie, Cedar Point (a plus one) or a 

family vacation (plus one) as a person 
you would like to spend more time 
with.

• 1st place: You’re giving them the spare 
bedroom in the hopes that they move 
in because they are so nice to be 
around.

The rules for the “Be a Good Guest” 
Game:
1. Guests always introduce themselves 

to the owner, owners, renters, etc., 
of the home.

2. If your invitation includes dinner or 
equivalent, an age-appropriate gift 
is suggested (flowers, candle, plant, 
etc.) for the host or hostess.

3. Ask if you should remove your shoes 
and comply.

4. Offer to hang up your coat. 
5. Say please and thank you with eye 

contact.
6. Compliment the meal or experience.
7. Be courteous of other guests and 

answer questions with more than 
one word. Then ask questions and 
work on a conversation.

8. Use good table manners (sit straight, 
napkin on lap, portion control).

9. Offer to clear your dishes.
10. Phone call, email, or thank you 

note in the mail one week from the 
experience.    
While some may be falling out of 

their chairs thinking kids don’t do these 
things today, you should know that 
some kids do, and these young people 
receive far more opportunities and 
advantages outside their front doors 
than inside their parents’ homes.  

Let the games begin! 

Teaching young people to 
be good guests

READER'S OPINION
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

Murphy is a 4 1/2 month Meryl English 
Cocker Spaniel currently in a foster home. 
Loves lots of cuddles and playing with his 

foster siblings. 
safeharboranimalrescue.org/applications

ADOPT ME

Who is visiting 
my bird feeder? 
Photos by Deborah Arcaro

Now that the trees are bare 
of leaves, it's an ideal 
season to observe a few 

small, but colorful, winter birds.

House FinchBlack-capped Chickadee House Finch

Tufted TitmouseTrue Sparrow American GoldfinchDowny Woodpecker

White-breasted Nuthatch

Village Bicycle Cooperative 
donates bikes to the needy
by BOB PICCIRILLI

With the help of 
Bay Village Rec-
reation Director 

Dan Enovitch and his crew, 
the Village Bicycle Coopera-
tive was were able to donate 
42 refurbished bicycles to 
the West Park Corps of the 
Salvation Army.

Major Ernesto, head of 
the Corps, said that these 
bicycles will be donated 
to needy folks throughout 
the Cleveland area, not just 
those served by the West 
Park Corps.

VBC donated seven 
more bikes to Blessed Trin-
ity Parish that have been 
earmarked for a needy 
family on Cleveland's west 
side. There are an addition-
al four bikes that are tagged for distribution to another Cleveland charity.

That will bring VBC's total of bicycles donated this calendar year to 141, surpassing 
our old record by a significant amount. Volunteer Dave Kett personally refurbished a 
majority of these bicycles. Helmets have also been donated along with these bicycles. 
This is the best part of VBC's Christmas. 
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Thank you to our 
kind readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

13.24

by MARYANN 
FITZMAURICE

“Snowies” – 
snowy owls, 
that is – are 

snow white owls like 
Hedwig of Harry Potter 
fame. Their stark white 
color is good cam-
ouflage in the region 
north of the Arctic 
Circle they call home. 
But that, along with 
their large size (up to 
27 inches tall with a 49- 
to 51-inch wingspan), 
makes them easy to see 
here in Northeast Ohio, 
especially if there is no 
snow on the ground.

by TAK SATO

The pandemic, once thought to be 
nearing control this past summer, 
continues to make us stand six feet 

apart in grocery checkout lines and wear 
masks and other PPE (personal protective 
equipment).

It has also underscored the many 
benefits provided by the digital world. 
Online grocery shopping affords you to 
be "physically" distant from crowds by 
ordering online and picking up your gro-
ceries curbside. Frequent use of video chat 
apps like Duo and FaceTime, or attend-
ing Zoom events, stimulates our sense of 
"seeing" and combined with "hearing" 
can help isolation and loneliness from 
setting in. In this case, loneliness is the 
unwanted side effect of continued physi-
cal distancing from family and friends 
during the pandemic.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story

online by Dec. 31 at 
wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos and events 
online at wbvobserver.com   
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Westlake honors outgoing council members

After serving 43 years on Westlake City Council, President of Council Michael 
Killeen strikes the gavel for the last time at the Dec. 16 Westlake Council meeting.

 See GOOD HABITS page 2

Children share 
their favorite

 seasonal traditions    
See pages 8-9

As we wrap up another 
pandemic-scarred year, 
we look back at the trials 

and tribulations of life in these 
difficult times. We have learned 
to live with uncertainty, or at 
least accept that we must endure 
it a while longer. But we should 
also take time to reflect on the 
many selfless acts of kindness 
inspired by our challenges – 
friends helping friends, neigh-
bors helping neighbors, volun-
teers helping strangers.

Those stories have filled 
our pages since we launched 
this community newspaper in 
2013, with the goal of keeping 
our community strong by shar-
ing news, inspiration and maybe 
a few laughs. Hopefully you’ve 
found comfort – or at least tem-
porary distraction – in the words 
of your fellow citizens.

Looking ahead
EDITORIAL

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Special foster mom cares 
for special needs dog

by NANCY BROWN

Allow me to 
introduce you 
to a special 

member of the Bay Vil-
lage community, Zoe 
Johnson. Zoe stepped 
up to the challenges 
of fostering a blind 
and deaf puppy for 
Vermilion-based dog 
rescue Safe Harbor.

“What a blessing 
when I met Zoe and 
what she has done for 
our organization and 

this dog,” said Micci Plavin Price, CEO of Safe Harbor.
Zoe has opened her heart and home for over 20 years to 

abandoned, abused and misunderstood dogs and cats.
“Once you get started it’s almost impossible to say no to 

rescue when it comes to a helpless animal," Zoe said. "I just 
really want to help each one to have the best life possible 
with a new family ... although I’ve failed and had to keep a 
couple for myself!”

Kastle is a "double merle" blind 
and deaf Labradoodle puppy.

A resolution for 2022: 
build good habits

 See SPECIAL DOG page 2

You don’t need snow 
to see ‘snowies’ now

NATURE & ENVIRONMENT

Snowy owls are mainly snow white in color, 
but may show variable amounts of brown 
barring, especially in females and juveniles. 
Note the bright yellow cat-like eyes. See SNOWIES page 6

by TARA WENDELL

Me m b e r  a n d 
friends of West-
lake City Coun-

cil bade a fond farewell 
to three of their own at 
the legislative body’s final 
meeting of the year. Presi-
dent Michael Killeen, Ward 

5 representative Ken Brady 
and Ward 1 representative 
Lynda Appel were rec-
ognized on Dec. 16 with 
proclamations from Mayor 
Dennis Clough and other 
accolades for their years 
of service before stepping 
down at the end of the year.

Killeen, who has 

served on Council since 
1978 and as president since 
1986, is one of its longest 
serving members. He was 
presented with a plaque 
from all councilmembers 
dedicating the Westlake 
Council Chambers in his 
name.

 See COUNCIL page 4

Westlake City Council.

Westlake City Council.

 See OBSERVER page 2


